
 

 

Collection Notice: 2025 Student residential address and other information  

The Australian Government Department of Education (the department) would like to notify you that they have 

requested the College to provide residential address and other information. 

 

Under the Australian Education Regulations 2023, the school is required to provide the department with the 

following information about each student at the school:  

 

• Names and residential addresses of the student’s parent(s) and/or guardian(s) 

• Student residential address (excluding student names) 

• Whether the student is a primary or secondary student (education level) 

• Whether the student is boarding or a day student (boarding status). 

 

Purpose of the Collection: The Student residential address and other information collection (address collection) 

informs Australian Government school education policy and helps ensure funding for non-government schools 

is based on need.The information collected is used to inform school funding calculations. It is combined with 

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data to calculate a non-government school community’s anticipated 

capacity to contribute to schooling costs, known as the capacity to contribute (CTC) score. 

 

Please click here to find correspondence detailing the collection of data in more detail. 

 

Canteen Extended Hours 

We are pleased to advise that Angie’s Café will be open until 4:00pm Monday to Thursday for snacks, 

coffees, milkshakes, and ice creams. 

 

Compass Access information for Parents 

To assist parents in accessing Compass, please click here to find helpful information.  

Assessment Calendars Semester 1 2025 

Please see the links below to find your daughter’s assessment calendar for Semester 1. Students should use 

these calendars for planning out the due dates for all of their tasks. Tasks are identified by subject, task type 

and teacher. It is important to identify which subjects your daughter is studying as not all scheduled tasks will 

apply to her.  

These tasks should be reflected in your daughters Unit Outlines for each subject, which are available on their 

course SEQTA page.  

If you have any questions, please contact your daughter’s teacher or the Studies Coordinator of the 

subject. Year group calendars can be found using the links below: 

 

https://www.merici.act.edu.au/important-document/collection-notice-2025-student-residential-address-and-other-information/
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/important-document/merici-parent-compass-information/


 

 

• Year 7 Assessment Calendar S1 2025 

• Year 8 Assessment Calendar S1 2025 

• Year 9 Assessment Calendar S1 2025 

• Year 10 Assessment Calendar S1 2025 

• Year 11 BSSS Assessment Calendar S1 2025 

• Year 11 IB Diploma Assessment Calendar Semester 1 2025 

• Year 12 BSSS Assessment Calendar S1 2025 

• Year 12 IB Diploma Assessment Calendar Semester 1 2025 

 

Parents in Partnership Series 1 - The Friendship Project (Tuesday 25 February) 

You are invited to attend a special parent workshop on Tuesday 25 February commencing at 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

to be held in the Merici College Bridge Restaurant. 

Every day, adolescents face a complex and challenging social world. To help them, we need a whole new 

perspective — one that deconstructs meaningful relationships. To achieve this, we need a clear pathway to 

build skills in compassion, connection, and courage. 

Dr Mary Kaspar is a licensed clinical psychologist with 20 years of experience. She is an esteemed Fellow of the 

Australian Psychological Society Clinical College and an educator on topics of teen relational aggression. Dr 

Kaspar is also the author of The Popular Girls and the mother of three young adults. Her workshops use a 

variety of exercises and insights derived from psychological science to guide teens toward fostering great 

friendships and overall wellbeing. Additionally, Dr Kaspar conducts parent workshops, which play a crucial role 

in empowering parents to support their teens on this journey. 

Light refreshments will be served. 

Please RSVP your attendance at https://events.humanitix.com/parents-in-partnership-series-1-the-friendship-

project. 

Opening School Mass (Wednesday 26 February 10:00am) 

A very special Opening School Mass will be held on Wednesday 26 February for all students and staff 

commencing at 10:00am. Parents and friends are invited to view the Mass via livestream at 

https://www.youtube.com/@mericicollege. 

Moderation Day #1 (Tuesday 4 March) 

Please note that Year 7-10 students will have a Pupil Free Day on Tuesday 4 March. Year 11 and Year 12 

students are required to attend an AST Practice (Tertiary students only) from 9:00am to 12:00pm. Year 11 and 

12 BSSS Accredited students do not need to attend. Year 11 IB Diploma students do not need to attend. Year 

12 IB Diploma students are required to attend school at 8.45am to 3.25pm for mock exams for World Religions 

and Italian. Diploma students may wear non-uniform.  

School Photo Day (Friday 7 March), Catchup Day (Monday 17 March) 

School Photo Day will be held on Friday 7 March for all students. A catchup day will be held on Monday 17 

March for any student who is absent on Friday 7 March. Year 12 students will be having their formal group photo 

on Friday 7 March AT 9:00AM on the oval.  

  

Please ensure that your daughter is dressed in full summer uniform. The following blazer requirements are in 

place: 

https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-7-Assessment-Calendar-S1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-8-Assessment-Calendar-S1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-9-Assessment-Calendar-S1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-10-Assessment-Calendar-S1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-11-BSSS-Assessment-Calendar-S1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-11-IB-Diploma-Assessment-Calendar-Semester-1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-12-BSSS-Assessment-Calendar-S1-2025.pdf
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Year-12-IB-Diploma-Assessment-Calendar-Semester-1-2025.pdf
https://events.humanitix.com/parents-in-partnership-series-1-the-friendship-project
https://events.humanitix.com/parents-in-partnership-series-1-the-friendship-project
https://www.youtube.com/@mericicollege


 

1. Junior dress – does not require blazer to be worn 

2. Junior white shirt and blue shorts – blazer to be worn 

3. Senior students – blazer to be worn. 

Please visit https://www.merici.act.edu.au/my-

merici/resources/uniforms to find all uniform requirements. 

 

A reminder that: 

• Students may wear a maximum of two pairs of small 

sleeper/studs in the lobe of the ear only. No other 

items or piercings are permitted and students will be 

asked to remove these. 

Please order your photos prior to Photo day here, 

https://store.theschoolphotographer.com.au/. Please enter 

the First Code X4027SEC52M where required on the portal 

to proceed to the ordering page. Alternatively, you can 

access the online ordering portal by scanning the QR code 

displayed in the flyer.       

  

Ordering of Sibling Photos will be temporarily disabled one working day prior to Photo Day. This enables us to 

supply the school with an up to date list of siblings to be photographed so nobody misses out. It is best to pay 

for your Sibling Photos and other photos now to avoid a late payment processing fee. 

Claim the Date: International Women’s Day Soiree (Friday 7 March 5.00pm-7.00pm) 

Our annual International Women’s Day celebration will be held on Friday 7 March in the restaurant 

from 5.00pm to 7.00pm. More information to follow. 

Year 7 and year 9 NAPLAN 2025 

NAPLAN testing will occur at Merici on the following dates: 

 

 

https://www.merici.act.edu.au/my-merici/resources/uniforms
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/my-merici/resources/uniforms
https://store.theschoolphotographer.com.au/


 

Students must bring a charged laptop and their headphones for each of the sessions. We also recommend a 

reading book if students finish early. 

Online NAPLAN tests provide more precise results and are engaging for students. The tests are tailored (or 

adaptive), which means that each test presents questions that may be more or less difficult depending on a 

student’s responses. This helps students remain engaged with the assessment.  

Tailored testing allows a wider range of student abilities to be assessed and measures student achievement 

more precisely. A student’s overall NAPLAN result is based on both the number and complexity of questions 

they answer correctly. Your child should not be concerned if they find questions challenging; they may be taking 

a more complex test pathway.  

NAPLAN provides valuable information to schools and parents about literacy and numeracy achievement. It 

supports school improvement processes by enabling teachers to monitor student progress over time and to 

identify areas of strength and development. If you would like to withdraw your daughter from NAPLAN, please 

contact our Literacy Coordinator, Nicole Commins, on nicole.commins@merici.act.edu.au 

All eligible students are encouraged and supported to participate in NAPLAN testing. Visit www.nap.edu.au to 

see interactive versions of the test and for more information. 

Merici College offers School Counselling on campus throughout the school year and is delivered by qualified 

mental health professionals with experience working with young people who have mental health concerns. As 

school counsellors, it is their role to serve the educational enterprise of the school by fostering conditions that 

maximise educational equity, student wellbeing and the learning success of all students. Merici College has two 

dedicated school counsellors. Chelsea is at Merici Monday-Friday and Xian is at Merici on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday. 

What is school counselling? 

• School counselling is a short-term, goal-focused therapy available to support students to reduce the 

impact that mental health challenges may be having on their participation at school. 

• School counsellors work collaboratively with school staff, parents and carers and external agencies to 

support student learning and wellbeing outcomes. 

• All counsellors are professionally qualified Social Workers or Psychologists who participate in regular 

clinical supervision and professional development. 

• School counsellors are not employed as specialists and at times will suggest referrals for specialist 

services. School counsellors do not provide cognitive or learning assessments, or court reports. 

Families requiring these will be referred to other services. 

School counselling referral process 

• Speak with your child’s PC Teacher and House Coordinator as a first step so they can ensure your child 

can be holistically supported throughout the school day. For example, anxiety about coming to school 

may be related to not understanding how to navigate SEQTA, and this can be addressed in a timely 

manner by the right person. 

• Submit a referral for school counselling via the link - https://forms.office.com/r/ER9DpqM3Ww 

http://www.nap.edu.au/
https://forms.office.com/r/ER9DpqM3Ww


 

• Parental consent is 

required for students 

under the age of 14. 

Students 14 and older can 

access school counselling 

without parental consent. 

• Once the referral is 

received, it is reviewed by 

the counsellors who will 

contact you about the 

next steps. In some 

instances, the school 

counsellors may ask for 

additional information 

regarding the student 

before commencing 

school counselling 

sessions. 

• In some cases, we may recommend options for external support avenues (e.g., a specialised mental 

health service) if a student’s needs fall outside the scope of school counselling (please see Important 

Considerations for School Counselling). 

• As we are a short-term support, students may also be referred to external mental health services 

following the cessation of school counselling sessions. The need for ongoing mental health intervention 

is assessed throughout the school counselling process. 

**Please note, all referrals received in 2024 have been closed, regardless of previous engagement each 

student will require a new referral for 2025 if they wish to engage in school counselling.** 

For more information regarding school counselling, please email us at counsellors@merici.act.edu.au 

Student Pulse #1 - Who is responsible for the greatest change to our language? 

Head of Student Wellbeing Reflection 

Recently, I read a fascinating article on the ABC News app in relation to the development of language. 

Essentially, the article posited that language is forever changing and that currently, the greatest single driver of 

this change is in fact young women and girls. According to the article, there are several reasons for this 

including: 

• Women’s brains being wired with a linguistic bent more so than men’s; 

• Women’s use of language as social and symbolic capital; and, 

• The influence of social media and young women’s exposure to language from all corners of the globe 

In keeping with a current Tik Tok trend, Kate Durham, Assistant Principal Wellbeing, addressed the Opening 

Assembly and discussed what was ‘in’ and ‘out’ in 2025. Some of the things that were ‘in’ were being kinder to 

one another. An example of something that was ‘out’ was short skirt lengths. Similarly, the article I referenced 

had a list of current language trends that identified what was ‘in’ and ‘out’ in 2025. 

mailto:counsellors@merici.act.edu.au


 

Listen to your children converse with their peers and see how on point they are with their culture-shaping 

language. To be totally ‘cringe’, drop a few of these ‘ins’ into your conversation to see what kind of reaction you 

provoke! 

The language ‘ins’ for 2025 include: 

• ‘Bet’: I’m down – if someone asks you to go out for dinner, you say ‘bet’ 

• Full send – not caring, I’m just going for it 

• Ick – a sudden feeling of grossness (related to someone’s behaviour) 

The language ‘outs’ for 2025 include: 

• Lit – something that is great, but the use is considered so 2018 

• Slay – used when someone does something well, but considered dated as a term 

If you’re interested, the article can be found here. 

Rohan Langford, Head of Student Wellbeing 

 

Senior Study and Driving to School  

To encourage responsibility and safeguarding of all members of the Merici community, the College has several 

protocols that apply to senior students when leaving the College during study periods and driving to and from 

school. The responsibilities of students and procedures are outlined here. 

 

Gift of Life Walk (Tuesday 25 February) 

The Gift of Life Walk is an annual walk around Lake Burley Griffin raising awareness for organ and tissue 

donation. Every year people from all across Canberra including many school students participate and it is a 

great opportunity to get involved and support a good cause. This year, the walk will be held on the 25 February 

at Rond Terrace, Commonwealth Park on Lake Burley Griffin from 6:30am-8:30am. BBQ breakfast, free 

merchandise and coffee are provided.  

We strongly encourage everyone to bring their friends and get involved. Please note that this is separate from 

the Gift of Life Walk that we run at Merici which will be held on Tuesday the 18th March. Students are required 

to get changed so that they are in full school uniform for the remainder of the school day.  

To register please use the following link: https://www.giftoflife.asn.au/event-details/canberra-2025-annual-gift-

of-life-walk 

Year 7 and New Families – IB MYP Assessment and Reporting Workshop (Wednesday 26 February 

6:00pm) 

We would like to invite new families in Years 7-10 to attend our IB MYP Assessment and Reporting Workshop to 

be held on Wednesday 26 February at 6:00pm-7.15pm in the CRLC (upstairs from the front office).  

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-08-04/teenage-girls-linguistics/104160082?utm_source=abc_news_app&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_app&utm_content=other
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/important-document/senior-study-and-driving-to-school/
https://www.giftoflife.asn.au/event-details/canberra-2025-annual-gift-of-life-walk
https://www.giftoflife.asn.au/event-details/canberra-2025-annual-gift-of-life-walk


 

This session is aimed at families who would like to learn about the MYP and assessment criteria. This is a 

hands-on workshop, and you are invited to attend with your daughters to engage in 

some activities that explain the MYP Assessment criteria, provide a brief overview of 

the MYP philosophy and explore how assessment task are used to make evidence-

based judgements of learning.  

  

Please advise your attendance at https://events.humanitix.com/merici-college-ib-myp-

assessment-workshop before Monday 24 February. Places will be limited and capped 

at 200. Information will be available via our website after the evening to those families unable to attend or for 

more information about the IB at Merici please contact Elizabeth Chase, Head of IB on email 

Elizabeth.chase@merici.act.edu.au. 

 

Moderation Day (Tuesday 4 March) – IB students 

Year 11 IB Diploma students do not need to attend. Year 12 IB Diploma students are required to attend school 

at 8.45am to 3.25pm for mock exams for World Religions and Italian. Diploma Students may wear non-uniform.  

 

 

Personal project 

 

On Wednesday 19 February, Year 10 students had their first PP of the year where they drafted part Ai of their 

report and began researching their topic. 

In their next session on Monday 3rd March, students will work on their success criteria. 

When students are registered for the Personal Project, details such as their nationality and language must be 

recorded. To ensure this information is accurate, please email jodie.muldoon@merici.act.edu.au if any of the 

following apply: 

• The student’s first nationality is not Australian (please identify their first nationality) 

• The student’s first language is not English (please identify their first language) 

• The student has a second nationality and/or second language (please identify). 

IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) 

In the programme model for the MYP the first ring around the 

student at the centre describes the features of the programme that 

help students develop disciplinary (and interdisciplinary) 

understanding. 

The second ring describes some important outcomes of the 

programme, while the third ring describes the MYP’s broad and 

balanced curriculum (MYP: From principles into practice – IBO, 2022, 

pp.5-6). These will be explored further in future What’s On 

newsletters. 

The information below relates to the first ring. Much of this 

information will appear on the MYP Unit Outlines for Years 7-10, 

which are released by the end of Week 3 of the semester. Below is 

an annotated sample Unit Outline, followed by some more information about each element. 

https://events.humanitix.com/merici-college-ib-myp-assessment-workshop
https://events.humanitix.com/merici-college-ib-myp-assessment-workshop
mailto:Elizabeth.chase@merici.act.edu.au
mailto:jodie.muldoon@merici.act.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event 
Date Information 

MYP 

Assessment 

Workshop 

26 

February 

6:00pm -

7:15pm 

This workshop is aimed at families with daughters in Year 7-10 who are new to 

the College. Parents are invited to attend with their daughters to gain some 

understanding i 

nto the way student work is assessed and how rubrics are used. Bookings at 

https://events.humanitix.com/merici-college-ib-myp-assessment-workshop 

before Monday 24 February. 

 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/merici-college-ib-myp-assessment-workshop


 

 

Key Dates 

This is a list of some key dates for IB Year 11 students.  

Event Date Information 

CAS / 

Extended 

Essay 

Information 

Session 

1 April 

6:00- 

7:00pm  

For Y11 students and parents. This online session will outline the DP 

requirements for two parts of the ‘Core’.  

 

Formal invitation to be sent out nearer the time.  

 

This is a list of some key dates for IB Year 12 students.  

Event Date Information  
Exam 

information 

Session 

25 March 

6:00- 

7:00pm  

For Y12 students and parents. This online session will outline the requirements 

of IB Diploma formal exams 

Formal invitation to be sent out nearer the time.  

Italian Mock 

Exams 

4 March Y12 Italian students to attend school to complete Practice Exams for Italian. 

Students do not need to wear school uniform for this day and will not attend 

classes.  

World 

Religions 

Mock Exams 

4 March All DP Y12 students are to attend school on Moderation Day to sit a full run 

through of exam papers for practice. Any additional time available once exams 

are complete will be spent on working on the Extended Essay. Students to bring 

own lunch, but morning tea to be provided. Students do not need to wear 

school uniform for this day and will not attend classes. 

World 

Religion IA 

draft due 

20 March World Religion IA Final submission due 

Italian IA  28 March  Final IA Italian Due  

Italian Final 

IB Exams 

6-7 May Italian Students will sit their official IB exams. The 5th will be a study day. 

 

 

World 

Religion 

Final IB 

Exams 

13–14 May All Y12 DP students to sit their official IB exams. The 12th will be a study day 

Years 8-12 Students of Art and Design – Maker2Market Business Taster @Merici 

You are invited to participate in the Merici College Market2 Market Program. This program is open to students 

in Years 8-12. 



 

The Maker2Market™ taster program is for young people (aged 10-17) who are creative, love making things, 

probably been tinkering for a while, and have 

the aspiration to start their own business. 

This business taster builds life and crucial 

21st-century skills and entrepreneurial 

mindset through a real-world, intensive 

business life cycle experience. 

The after-school program empowers 

participants to explore their passion, create a 

business and test the value of their products 

and inventions with real customers. 

Learn, develop and execute a range of skills: 

• Learn Design thinking and steps throughout the program 

• Problem-solve and gain an understanding of key business concepts 

• Identify an ideal customer with a problem you want to solve 

• Learn to prototype from a design brief using simple materials 

• Prototype and then create one hand-made product from scratch to market-test 

• Create a logo using online software 

• Practice your pitch, and present your product + business to others + help provide feedback to others 

when they do the same 

• Conduct market research with externally with real people 

• Create up to 20 products to take to commercial market day through an intensive Maker session. 

• Develop product costing and hone financial literacy skills. 

• Develop merchandising and customer sales skills and your execution plan for market day. 

• Participate in a real market day experience to test products with real customers at Old Bus Depot 

Markets, Kingston. 

The program will be run at Merici College after school on March 6, 13, 20 and 27 from 3.30pm to 5.30pm each 

week. A Market Day will be held at the Old Bus Depot Markets, Kingston on 30 March from 9am – 2.30pm. 

The cost of the program is $300 per student entrepreneur and there are only 25 places 

available.  Please use the Merici College link at checkout to receive $100 discount provided by 

Merici College participants in the program enrolled in Years 8 to 12 at the College. 

Booking link, https://www.edii.com.au/m2m-business-taster-booking/  

For more information, please visit https://www.edii.com.au/m2m-business-taster/.  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.edii.com.au/m2m-business-taster-booking/__;!!Ax-PnKpllFIIgPxB!gqdSE-U6MxRH7YxSiYjk11FZN12Ce6Hsj5COlto7V2wj1GYnwDoQQ-QhJ2xJGwr5Ah5uoFGeqOtr9xakz3up6hex$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.edii.com.au/m2m-business-taster/__;!!Ax-PnKpllFIIgPxB!gqdSE-U6MxRH7YxSiYjk11FZN12Ce6Hsj5COlto7V2wj1GYnwDoQQ-QhJ2xJGwr5Ah5uoFGeqOtr9xakzyQuzC_G$


 

 



 

 

The Co-curricular Expo was last Thursday with some activities beginning this week. It is exciting to have many of 

our co-curricular activities run by seniors. Book Club will begin on a Monday of Week 4 and new members are 

always welcome. We meet in the iC small group room at lunch.  Thursday will be digital detox day where 

students are encouraged to get off devices and play board games, cards, puzzles, or colouring in. We have a 

games cupboard in the iC students are welcome to choose their game of choice or to bring one in from home. 

We also run a Chess Club; it runs weekly in the iC small group. See Mrs Blakey for details.  

The Kids’ Lit Quiz Canberra Heat will be held at Merici on 8 April. This is a fun competition for students who love 

reading. Students must be 13 years old on 1 June, so only open to Years 7 and 8. They work in a team of four to 

answer quiz questions about authors, books and all things literature.  Encourage your daughter to register their 

interest in being part of a team, as a co-curricular activity with Mrs Blakey at email 

ann.blakey@merici.act.edu.au. We train each Tuesday and Wednesday recess in the iC.  

During the upcoming weeks, students will begin their assessments. It is not 

unusual for students to feel a little overwhelmed, not knowing how to start the task 

or where to find relevant and reliable information. The Information Centre (iC) has 

a wealth of quality information that can be accessed through books and online. 

Encourage your daughter to visit the iC to browse the shelves a well as accessing 

the iC services online through SEQTA for database access. The databases available 

include the catalogue Oliver, Informit, Facts on File and World Book Databases, 

ClickView and Inkl (the online newspaper subscription).  

The iC staff are available before school, lunch and after school to assist individual 

students to find the best information to meet their research needs.  

For more information you can contact the iC staff at library@merici.act.edu.au. 

Yours in all thing’s library, 

iC staff 

We hope that the school community is enjoying the 

benefits of the repurposing project which saw the shed 

roofs previously located on the oval, relocated to provide 

two bus shelters and an outdoor classroom adjacent to 

the vegetable garden. These areas will be landscaped with 

vegetation from the local ecosystem - the Yellow Box-

Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland, thereby expanding 

the vegetation corridor from the Biodiversity Restoration 

Project for local biodiversity along Wise Street. In doing so, 

material has been diverted from landfill, and climate and 

biodiversity benefits will be increased on the Merici 

campus!  

mailto:ann.blakey@merici.act.edu.au
mailto:library@merici.act.edu.au


 

 

ACT Sports Bulletin #1 2025 

Please click here to find the latest School Sport ACT Bulletins to keep our community up-to-date on school 

sport events in the ACT. 

Ainslie Football Club – Come and Try Day! 

Come to one of the free All Girls Come & Tru events and have a kick! 

When and Where? 

12-1pm at Alan Ray Oval, Ainslie: March 16, 23, 30 and April 6, 13. 

Contact juniors@ainsliefootball.com.au or visit www.ainsliefootball.com.au for more information 

 

Capital Goalkeeper Coaching Expressions of Interest 

Specialised goalkeeper training for ages 13+, all ability levels. Please scan the QR code on the flyer for 

registration details. 

 

 

https://www.merici.act.edu.au/important-document/schoolsportissue1/
mailto:juniors@ainsliefootball.com.au
http://www.ainsliefootball.com.au/

